
PUBLIC NOTICE 

New England District 
Permit Application No. NAE-2024-00894 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The New England District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit 
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) and/or Section 10 of 
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403). The purpose of this public notice 
is to solicit comments from the public regarding the work described below: 

APPLICANT: Courtney Walker 
MassDOT – Highway Division 
10 Park Plaza 

 Room 7360 
 Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

AGENT: Matthew Lundsted 
Comprehensive Environmental Inc. 
41 Main Street 
Bolton, Massachusetts 01740 

WATERWAY AND LOCATION:  The project would affect waters of the United States 
associated with Lake Sabbatia.  The project/review area is located at the bridge 
conveying Scadding Street over Lake Sabbatia in Taunton, Massachusetts, at Latitude 
41.951389°N and Longitude -71.104472°W. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The existing bridge is a single span consisting of precast 
concrete beams and granite block abutments supported by timber cribbing and piles.  
Originally constructed in 1967, the existing bridge is structurally deficient and in need of 
replacement due to spalling and cracking of the exposed concrete, rusting of the 
railings, erosion of the embankments adjacent to the abutments and wingwalls, and 
minor scour along the abutments.  The existing crossing is also hydraulically insufficient, 
and there is an “S” curve as Scadding Street crosses over the bridge, which affects 
sight distances.  The bridge carries Scadding Street over the waters of Lake Sabbatia, 
which is formed by the impoundment of the Snake River.  Water flows predominantly 
southwest below the bridge.  Areas of rooted aquatic vegetation (vegetated shallows) 
have been identified in the northeast, southeast, and southwest bridge quadrants.  
Wetlands are present above the water line in the northeast, southeast, and southwest 
bridge quadrants. 

Applicant: 
Courtney Walker 
MassDOT – Highway Division 

Published: March 18, 2025 
Expires:   April 17, 2025 



 
PROJECT PURPOSE: 
 
Basic:  Transportation 
 
Overall:  The applicant’s stated project purpose is to replace the structurally deficient 
bridge to provide a crossing that meets current safety standards. 
 
PROPOSED WORK:  The applicant requests authorization to permanently discharge fill 
material within 10,374 square feet (0.2 acres) of waters of the United States (WOTUS), 
including 9,741 square feet below the Ordinary High Water (OHW) mark of Lake 
Sabbatia, of which 4,053 square feet is within vegetated shallows, and 633 square feet 
within wetlands, associated with the replacement of the bridge conveying Scadding 
Street over Lake Sabbatia in Taunton, Massachusetts.  The existing bridge will be 
replaced with a new, longer and wider bridge in a slightly different alignment to address 
the existing “S” curve and associated poor sight distances.  Scour protection consisting 
of rip-rap overtopped with 12 inches of natural streambed material will be placed at the 
abutments. 
 
AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: The applicant has provided the following 
information in support of efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the aquatic 
environment: The project has been designed to avoid and minimize impacts to waters of 
the United States through the use of various best management practices, including the 
installation of erosion and sedimentation controls at the project limits, conducting work 
behind dewatered cofferdams and turbidity barriers to minimize turbidity, and using 
retaining walls and 2:1 embankment slopes to limit encroachment into WOTUS. 
 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant offered the following compensatory 
mitigation plan to offset unavoidable functional loss to the aquatic environment: The 
applicant proposes to construct a 700 square-foot wetland replication area to meet state 
mitigation requirements.  Federal mitigation requirements are expected to be met 
through the Massachusetts In-lieu fee (ILF) program. 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES:  
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is the lead federal agency responsible for 
evaluating the undertaking for effects to historic properties as required under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  FHWA evaluated the undertaking 
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and initially 
determined that: 
 
No historic properties (i.e., properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places) are present within the Corps’ permit area; therefore, there 
will be no historic properties affected. 
 
The District Engineer’s final eligibility and effect determination will be based upon 
coordination with the SHPO and/or THPO, as appropriate and required, and with full 



consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on 
historic properties within the Corps-identified permit area. 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES:  FHWA is the lead federal agency responsible for 
coordination pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.  The Corps has 
performed an initial review of the application, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC), National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) GARFO Section 7 Mapper, and the NMFS Critical Habitat Mapper to 
determine if any threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species, as well as 
the proposed and final designated critical habitat may occur in the vicinity of the 
proposed project. Based on this initial review, the Corps has made a preliminary 
determination that the proposed project may affect species and critical habitat listed 
below. No other ESA-listed species or critical habitat will be affected by the proposed 
action.  
 
Table 1: ESA-listed species and/or critical habitat potentially present in the action area.  
Species Common Name 
and/or Critical Habitat 
Name Scientific Name  Federal Status 
Northern long-eared bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered 

Tricolored bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered 

Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus Proposed Threatened 

 
Pursuant to Section 7 ESA, any required consultation with the Service(s) will be 
conducted in accordance with 50 CFR part 402.  The FHWA is the lead Federal agency 
for ESA consultation for the proposed action.  Any required consultation will be 
completed by FHWA. 
 
This notice serves as request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for any additional 
information on whether any listed or proposed to be listed endangered or threatened 
species or critical habitat may be present in the area which would be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
 
NAVIGATION: The proposed structure or activity is not located in the vicinity of a 
federal navigation channel. 
 
SECTION 408: The applicant will not require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) because the activity, in whole or in part,  would 
not alter, occupy, or use a Corps Civil Works project. 
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: An Individual Water Quality Certification is 
required from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 
and was issued on January 28, 2025. 



 
NOTE:  This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the 
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with 
laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The geographic extent of aquatic 
resources within the proposed project area that either are, or are presumed to be, within 
the Corps jurisdiction has not been verified by Corps personnel. 
 
EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation 
of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the 
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and 
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to 
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered 
including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics, 
esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food, and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, 
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the 
activity on the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated 
by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act or 
the criteria established under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection 
Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972.  A permit will be granted unless its issuance is 
found to be contrary to the public interest.  
 
COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and 
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested parties in order to 
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will 
be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a 
permit for this proposal. To make this determination, comments are used to assess 
impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental 
effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and/or an Environmental Impact 
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Comments are 
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity. 
 
The New England District will receive written comments on the proposed work, as 
outlined above, until April 19, 2025. Comments should be submitted electronically via 
the Regulatory Request System (RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to Dan 
Vasconcelos at daniel.b.vasconcelos@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, you may submit 
comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England 
District, Attention:  Dan Vasconcelos, Regulatory Division, 696 Virginia Road Concord, 
Massachusetts 01742.  Please refer to the permit application number in your comments. 
 

https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs


Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings 
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a 
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues 
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing. 
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HIGHWAY GUARD DETAILS

STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD TRAILING ANCHORAGE STA 11+11 LT
STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD (SINGLE FACED/STEEL POSTS) STA 11+21 TO STA 11+90 LT
STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD TRANSITION TO BRIDGE RAIL STA 11+90 TO 12+24 LT

STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD TO TRANSITION TO BRIDGE RAIL STA 14+95 TO STA 15+29 LT
STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD (SINGLE FACED/STEEL POSTS) STA 15+29 TO 18+04 LT
STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD TANGENT END STA 18+04 LT

STEEL W BEAM TANGENT END STA 11+65 RT
STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD (SINGLE FACED/STEEL POSTS) STA 11+59 TO 11+90 RT
STEEL W BEAM HWY GUARD TO TRANSITION TO BRIDGE RAIL STA 11+90 TO STA 12+24 RT

NOTES:

1. FOR PROFILE, SEE PROFILE SHEETS.

2. TEMPORARY FLOATING TURBIDITY BARRIER SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE
ENGINEER AND INSTALLED PRIOR TO ANY WORK IN THE WATER.
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NOTES:
1. WETLAND FLAG SERIES 1-7, 19-21, & 22R-24R  ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF BORDERING VEGETATED

WETLANDS (BVW) / FEDERAL WETLANDS BOUNDARIES. ALL OTHER FLAGS REPRESENT BANK /
ORDINARY HIGH WATER DELINEATIONS.

400 100 200

11X17 SCALE: 1" = 40'

GAINED

WATERS OF THE US GAINED
FROM CUTTING (2,916 SF)

LOST

WATERS OF THE US LOST FROM
FILL = 8,168 SF (INCLUDING THE
NEW GAINED)

PERMANENT IMPACTSTEMPORARY IMPACTS

FEDERAL WETLANDS (633 SF)FEDERAL WETLANDS (0 SF)

WATERS OF THE US
(9,741 SF)

WATERS OF THE US
(0 SF)

PROPOSED ALTERATION

TOTAL = 633 SF

TOTAL = 9,741 SF

BANK/ ORDINARY
HIGH WATER
(950 LF)

BANK/ ORDINARY
HIGH WATER
(0 LF)

TOTAL = 950 LF

FEDERAL WETLANDS/ BVW BOUNDARY

BANK/ ORDINARY HIGH WATER
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DREDGE AREAS
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PROJECT FILE NO.

#
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N

400 100 200

11X17 SCALE: 1" = 40'

DREDGE AREA

DREDGE AREA ≈ 5,490 SF
(DREDGE VOLUME ≈ 305 CY)
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IMPERVIOUS AREA DEVELOPMENT
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400 100 200

11X17 SCALE: 1" = 40'

DEVELOPMENT OF IMPERVIOUS AREA

NEW DEVELOPMENT
(7,110 SF)

RE-DEVELOPMENT
(12,900 SF)
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SAS IMPACTS
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400 100 200

11X17 SCALE: 1" = 40'

PERMANENT IMPACTSTEMPORARY IMPACTS

VEGETATED SHALLOWS
(4,053 SF)

VEGETATED SHALLOWS
(3,803 SF)

PROPOSED ALTERATION

TOTAL = 7,856 SF

EXISTING VEGETATED SHALLOWS
(DETERMINED BY CEI AQUATIC VEGETATION SURVEY ON 5/29/2024)
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20'

PROP LEVEL
SPREADER/GRAVEL BERM

PROP WETLAND
REPLICATION (TOTAL

AREA = 700 SF)

APPROX. LOCATION OF
ACCESS ROUTE. FINAL
LOCATION SHALL BE SUCH
THAT IT RESULTS IN THE
LEAST DISTURBANCE.
PROP LOCATION SHALL BE
FLAGGED IN THE FIELD
PRIOR TO CLEARING FOR
APPROVAL BY ENGINEER.
ROUTE SHALL BE NO
WIDER THAN 10 FEET
UNLESS REQUIRED FOR
EQUIPMENT ACCESS AND
APPROVED BY THE
ENGINEER. SEE NOTE 1.

12'-15'
HIGHBUSH

BLUEBERRY
TO REMAIN

TWO 24 INCH TREES TO BE RETAINED.
FENCING SHALL BE INSTALLED TO
PROTECT THE ROOT  SYSTEMS TO THE
WIDEST EXTENT FEASIBLE.

FINISHED GRADE AT
ELEV. 61.5± TO MATCH

EXISTING WETLAND
ELEVATION

APPROXIMATE LOCATION
OF 20' WIDE PREVIOUSLY
DISTURBED AREA
LACKING MATURE TREES

TREE
PROTECTION
FENCING

 XELEV. 61.5

 XELEV. 61.5
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PROP COIR LOG
BARRIIER
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EXISTING BIT. BERM

EXISTING EOP

SEDIMENT CONTROL BARRIER

EXISTING CRUSHED
STONE PARKING

AREA

PROP WETLAND
SEED - PART SHADE

MIX (765.555) (TYP)

PROP WETLAND SOIL.
SEE WETLAND NOTE 1

EXISTING NATIVE
SOIL PROFILE
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WETLAND REPLICATION PLAN

FED. AID PROJ. NO. SHEET
NO.

TOTAL
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 TAUNTON
SCADDING STREET

STATE
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PROJECT FILE NO. 608616
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VER. SCALE IN FEET

HOR. SCALE IN FEET

WETLAND REPLICATION SECTION B-B

WETLAND REPLICATION PLAN VIEW
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11X17 SCALE: 1" = 40'
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CONTOUR PLAN
NOT TO SCALE

TIE PROP GRADE BACK TO
EXISTING GRADE

TIE PROP GRADE BACK TO
EXISTING GRADE




